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.JUSTICE .JOHN M . HARLAN

October 28, 1969
Re: No. 632 - Alexander v. Holmes County
Dear

Chief:

Supplementing my earlier letter of today, I thought
it might be convenient for you and the Brethren to have in "unitary"
form the per curiam -order that would result from the proposals
made in that letter. The following would eventuate.
"PER CURIAM:
We brought this case here upon an expedited
writ of certiorari,
U.S.
, to review a determination
of the Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit extending from
August 11, 1969, the filing of plans by the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare and postponing from September
1, 1969, to an indefinite date the disestablishment of the
presently segregated school systems in the 14 counties involved in this litigation and substituting therefor unitary
school systems. The petition for certiorari was granted on
October 9, 1969, and the case set down for argument on
October 23, 1969. The question presented is one of paramount
importance involving as it does the denial of fundamer!.tal
rights of some 137,000 children, Negro and White, who are
presently attending l'viississippi schools under segregated
conditions. Based on our review of the submissions and consideration of the oral arguments, and in light of this Court's
recent decisions to the effect that the phrase "all deliberate
speed" is no longer an acceptable formula for supplanting
existing racially segregated school systems by unitary school
systems in which neither race nor color plays any part in the
attendance of pupils, see Griffin v. School Board, 377 U.S.

